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board, but there was a very cosy little bed in the cabin, and an
ample supply of all sorts of good things to eat and drink, which he
made up his mind to enjoy until something new happened. Having
been thoroughly well brought up at the court of Xing Gridelin, of
course he understood the art of navigation, but when once he had
started, the current carried the vessel down at such a pace that
before he knew where he was the Prince found himself out at sea,
and a wind springing up behind him just at this moment soon drove
htti out of sight of land. By this time he was somewhat alarmed,
and did his best to put the ship about and get back to the river, bufc
wind and tide were too strong for him, and he began to think of the
number of times, from his childhood up, that he had been warned
not to meddle with water. But it was too late now to do anythhig
but wish vainly that he had stayed on shore, and to grow heartily
weary of the boat and the sea and everything connected with it,
These two things, however, he did most thoroughly. To put the
finishing touch to his misfortunes he presently found himself be-
calmed in mid-ocean, a state of affairs which would be considered
trying by the most patient of men, so you may imagine how it
affected Prince Vivien! He even came to wishing himself back at
the Castle of the Black Bird, for there at least he saw some living
beings, whereas on board the white-paper ship he was absolutely
alone, and could not imagine how he was ever to get away from his
wearisome prison. However, after a very long time, he did see
land, and his impatience to be on shore was so great that he at once
flung himself over tho ship's side that he might reach it sooner by
swimming. But this was quite useless, for spring as far as he
might from the vessel, it was always under his feet again before he
reached the water, and he had to resign himself to his fate, and wait
with what patience he could muster until the winds and waves
carried the ship into a kind of natural harbour which ran far into
the land. After his long imprisonment at sea the Prince was de-
lighted with the sight of the great trees which grew down to the
very edge of the water, and leaping lightly on shore he speedily lost
himself in the thick forest. When he had wandered a long way he
stopped to rest beside a clear spring of water, but scarcely had he
thrown himself down upon the mossy bank when there was a great
rustling in the bushes close by, and out sprang a pretty little gazelle
panting and exhausted, which fell at his feet gasping out—
4Oh 1 Vivien, save me I'
The Prince in great astonishment leapt to his feet, and had jusfc

